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Lunatic Fringe
People will do crazy things to play and to win
fantasy football. Here’s proof »>>> By ADAMDUERSON

HERE 1S no shortage of megastaked fantasy football leagues
catering to fancy-pants high rollers. These leagues pit thou-
sands of strangers—over the Interner—against thousands of
other strangers and typically pay out millions of dollars. More often,
though, fantasy is not about ultrahigh stakes, but about dedication,
fanateism, ride book idiosyrcrasies and winnings that are relative chump
change {especially when considered on a per-hour basis), Here are five

HY}'s Fantasy

Football League

Could it be long before “full fanta-
sy disclosure” becomes a wedding-
vow standard? In 2005 five HJFFL
members gathered to watch Super
Bowl XXXIX with their better
halves. Tatk quickly turned to the
Just-ended fantasy season and its
$12,000 payout. One opponent
asked the champion, “How did
vou spend vour money?” The an-

leagues whose spirit takes fantasy football to our kinds of extremes,

swer came from the champ's wife,

who until then hadn’t been privy
to the feague’s high stakes. The
cash, she declared, would go
toward a Viking stove and gran-
ite kirchen counterteps—and the
chaep would never play again.

Quince Foothall League

How did you spend your sum-
mer? In 1999 Quince brethren
(all Phi Kappa Psis from George

Washirgion) spent theirs con-
cocting what they've come to call
The Constitution. Seven years
later their rule book is a mon-
strous 81 pages. Soine elements:
franchise and transition tags,
practice squads and a two-round
rookie draft. Net surprisingly,
three members of the league be-
came lawyers.

The Fat Boy Fantasy
Football League

In 2002 a 10-man coflective of
rughy chusms, in search of a twist
for their head-to-head league,
came up with the idea of drafting
coaches in addition to players. Five
points—the equivalent of a pass-
ing TD—wottd be awarded for any
coach whose team beat the point
spread. Bill Parcells was taken first
Bill Belichick went fast. (The ra-
tionale: The Patriots play too masny
cloge games.) In Week 3, after the
outcorne of 2 league game was de-
cided by coaching points, the idea
was, mercifuily, canned.

Republic of Texas
Fantasy Football League
In 1998 one ROTFFL team owner

nearty had his draft day derailed.:

when his employer, an unidenti-
fied Big Six consulting firm, sent
him to the UK. on assignment.
Instead of folding, he placed an
international call {to Texas) and
drafted over the phone, waiting
as long as 20 minutes hetween
picks. The eall lasted 3% hours
and cost several hundred dol-
lars—which was ultimately ex-
pensed to his company. Probably
of no consolation to his employ-
ers: He won the league,

S e L e )

A A S e S O B T S AR S

&
2
=
2
“
=
&
::;
35
z
=
%
3
%
Ead
=

e

g0

Get regular updates on
whe's hot and who's not
every day at
SLcom/fantasy.
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